An individualized approach to locating the occlusal plane.
"The occlusion of the teeth is the most potent factor in determining the stability in the new position." This was written by Kingsley more than 100 years ago and it is equally true today. Identifying the degree of occlusal change that occurs, either through growth factors or because of treatment, is necessary and important. This article explores the relation that exists between the occlusal plane and the lower-face skeletal pattern in the individual patient. A method is shown to locate the occlusal plane within these various lower-face skeletal patterns. This becomes an important factor in treatment when changes in the occlusal relation are made in patients, especially in maxillofacial surgery, prosthetics, and orthodontics.